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The Correspondent

Spring 2023
President’s Message

Dear Christ Child Society members,
Well, it's almost summer and the end of another year for Christ Child Society!
We just held our Memorial Mass and Annual Meeting which once again included our

auction and fundraiser. It was a wonderful and very successful event. | hope you were
able to attend.

We heard from CCS member Colleen Roohan about the state of Catholic education

in our community. Following Colleen, St Thomas More principal Teri Moss spoke about the specific challenges
she faces. Teri also detailed how CCS has been able to help needy children in her school. This year we were
able to allocate over $78,000 to help keep children in Catholic education. We always target our help to the
individual child, not the school itself. We help with expenses beyond tuition, expenses that are still a challenge
for needy families. Our parish school grants program is our biggest expenditure every year and we discovered
that many members know very little if anything at all about it.

As my second year as president comes to an end, | will be handing the baton over to Cheryl Newell who will be
your president next year. | wanted to take a minute to thank (profusely!) everyone who has served on the board
or volunteered for a committee these past two years. None of the great work we do for children in our
community could be achieved without a team effort, and what a great team you all made! Thank you!! |
have been blessed to work with such wonderful, intelligent, and generous women.

If you are interested in volunteering for the coming vear, there are still a few positions open. None of them are
too difficult or time consuming, but it is imperative that we have a team because one person can't do it all.
If you feel you can help, pleasescontact nominating chair Angel Throop and she can give you more information.

-.L | wish you all a wonderful, fun, and blessed summer with your loved ones. | will
it )
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see you all in fall, ready to get to work to continue Mary Virginia Merrick's vision!
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Christ Child Society of Pasadena Board 2023-2024
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New Provisionals

A Very Warm Welcome to the Incoming
Provisional Class 2023-2024

Kadee McCorkle Susan De Pietro Barbara Rogers
Annette Castro Ramirez Maria Finnegan Ann Scott
Karen Closson Nancy King Alicia Schmitz

‘ Kimberly Crowley Flavia LoCoco JoAnn Williamson
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rom our Spiritual Advisor....

Dear Members of the Christ Child Society of Pasadena,

Greetings in Christ! | hope you all had a joyful Christmas and New Year and are
healthy and staying strong. It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Memorial
Mass on May 11th and then the auction and luncheon which followed at Annandale
Golf Club. I'm delighted that it was such a great success!

As | write this, we are still celebrating the beautiful Easter Season which will soon close
with the Solemnity of Pentecost. However, following that Sunday the next two
Sundays are also very special. The first is Holy Trinity Sunday followed by the
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of the Lord known as Corpus Christi.

This year Corpus Christi Sunday takes on an added importance as it falls during the
year of Eucharistic Revival called for by the Bishops of the United States. The
Archdiocese is recommending that all parishes have a Eucharistic procession that
Sunday and we are doing that here at St. Andrew’s after the 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass on
June 11th. Everyone is invited.

The reason for the Eucharistic Revival called for by the Bishops is to bring about
greater faith and devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist. It is in this Blessed Sacrament
that we encounter our Lord truly present, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity under the
appearance of bread and wine. In the course of the last 5 decades or so, Eucharistic
piety such as processions, 40-Hour Devotions, Benediction, etc. seemed to have
become neglected. As a result, belief in the Real Presence of Christ has also declined.
This is alarming since this belief is a hallmark of the Catholic Faith. | encourage you to
read the small book entitled “This is My Body"” by Bishop Robert Barron. It was written
specifically to clarify Church teaching on the Eucharist and help bring about the
Eucharistic renewal. We are giving it away for free at our parish and it is also available
from WordonFire.com for just $2.00. | strongly recommend it.

The month of June is traditionally dedicated to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The
actual feast this year falls on June 16th but the whole month is dedicated to the
Sacred Heart. In our increasingly secular and even anti-religious society, this devotion
to the Love and Mercy of Christ is particularly urgent.

| hope you all have a relaxing and peaceful summer and | look forward to seeing you
at our Fall Mass.

May the love of the Holy Child Jesus always compel us to serve!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Rev. Marcos J. Gonzalez
Pastor
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“Layettes - with a little help from our friends”

The Layette Committee is so grateful for the many handmade baby items donated over the last few
months. We have some new knitters—Aline Cacho-Sousa and Sharyn Godfrey—and so many
donations from the loyal Jewel City Knitters and members Elena DeMarco, Ginny Moore, Alison
Hodgkinson, and Dorothy Corcoran.

It takes a village with donations from
Mrs. Giuseppina Battisti, Elena DeMarco's
mother, Sofie Raptis, daughter of member
Ana Raptis, and Sue Purciel and Kathy
Brandt, sorority sisters of Olga
Castellanos. Nancy Reardon, a past
member, even mailed us some blankets
from the east coast!

Some lovely donations arrived from a
member who shopped at the Assistance
League Craft Fair on California Blvd. They
have beautiful handmade items.

If we have accidentally skipped your
donation, please let Olga Castellanos know
so we may properly thank you!
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Layettes continued

A big thank you to the many layette volunteers and steadfast committee members—Debi Lee,
Sharon McTigue, and Monica Miller Walsh. | am grateful for having had the opportunity to serve
alongside such generous women. | look forward to helping the new committee members have a
smooth transition: Jacky Samartin, Debi Lee, Brigid Crane and Ginny Doyle.

God Bless, Olga Castellanos

NEW date for
June assembly
meeting.

Tuesday, June 13th, an
extended Layette session
with wine and cheese and a
surprise! Come early at
4:30 and if you are able,
stay until 7:30pm. St
Andrews Pastoral Center,
2nd floor, 140 Chestnut St,
Pasadena. We want to have
a solid inventory for the
summer. Please rsvp to
Olga
Love Is an Action Verb. Love Is Doing. at olga cast@mac.com

A February 2023 article from Rite to Life League

Elena DeMarco with donation of beautiful
handmade items.

This Valentine's Day, thanks to a very generous gift
from Christ Child Society of Pasadena, member clinics
will soon have 60 layette bags for new moms. Christ
Child representatives filled the League's office with the
layettes. Each bag has diapers, wipes, and all sorts of
baby items a new mom will feel useful.

Right to Life League staff, Sr. Thuy, Karen, and Jackie,
helped bring in all of the layettes and will help
distribute them to member clinics and centers.

Christ Child's generous act of giving shows love for
pro-life clinics and moms.
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Easter Shoes Campaign Update

$50.00 gift card for each child.

Annual Easter Shoes Campaign

Dear Christ Child Society Members,
From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for your extraordinary generosity during
the 2023 Easter Shoes Drive. We raised $13,368.53, which provided 188 Target gift

cards for children in 15 of our parish schools. Families were supported this year with a

Your support is so important and brings joy to our children.

Angie Ladd and Brigid Brahos

Christmas Stocking Fund and Easter Shoes Fund Co-chairs

Pamela Abbott
Laura Aguirre

Mary Jane Alexander
Catherine Alexander
Shelley Allen

Lydia Banales
Heather Banis
Barbara Baptie
Mary Baxter

Elsa Behney

Eileen Benson

Sarah Berg

Andrea Bland

Susan Boken

Brigid Brahos

Dee Dee

Moffat Brewer

Judy Brown

Patti Brugman

Fran Buckingham
Mimi Butler

Mary Cabot
Rossana Cacho-Sousa
Aline Cacho-Sousa
Debbie Capriccio
Mary Lea Carroll
Olga Castellanos

Agnes Centurioni-
Daws
Jan Clifford

Dianna Clougherty

Dottie Clougherty
Angela Coleman
Cathy Coleman
Moya Collins
Margaret Collins
Michele Coudures
Tess Crabtree
Therese Davitt
Mary Lin Dedeaux
R-Lene

Mijares DelLang
Jacqueline Dolan
Anne Doud
Maureen

Mitchell Dundee
Kathleen Dwyer
Diana Eisele
Olivia Evans

Lisa Galluzzo
Evans

Linda Evans

Kay Fitzpatrick
Bridget Floyd

Tina Fogliani
Suzanne Fulps
Joanne Geraci
Sharyn Godfrey
Jennifer Gowen
Margaret Greco
Mary Guzman
Clarita Gustafson
Mary Guzman
Jacqueline Halpin
Lyle Bayle Hanf
Connie Harding
Judith Henderson
Nancy Hoffman
Leslie Holliday

Rosy Horwath
Nancy Margaret Hulick
Virginia Jones

Diane Joyce

Katie Verhovek Kelly
Nancy Kerckhoff
Alison Knoll
Margery Kountzman
Sarah Rogers Krappman
Sheila Laco

Angela Ladd

Sara Law

Martha Leos

Mary Marthe

Judy Martin

Jane McAniff
Beverly McCord
Kathleen McCrimlisk
Nancy McDonald
Judy McLaughlin
Denny McSweeny
Sharon McTigue
Angela Miller
Terry Mitchell
Betty Monteleone
Michelle Moreth
Mary Murray
Cheryl Newell
Ryan Newman
Sara Nowak
Sandra Para
Cynthia Partamian
Carol Pickle
Margaret Quigley
Kathleen Regan
Colleen Roohan
Virginia McLain Rusk
Mary Sabourin
Cindy Salcido

Ann Sanders
Rebecca Sarni
Maria Sarry

Sharon Sauer

Judi Schwab

Poppy Seastrom
Charlene Seley
Dorothy Shea
Marie-Christine Slater
Claire Slaught
Laurie Smith

Mary Ann Smith
Patty Smith

Joanne Smith
Emma Stewart
Jayne Sullivan
Karen Sweeney
Meg Symes

Patricia Thiel

Nancy McNabb Twist
Linda Van Dyke
Monica Miller Walsh
Jeanne Walston
Ann Ward

Colleen Welsh

Sue Wickhem
Laurie Yockey
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Spring Grants Update

Annuadl Luncheon Speakers;

Opening Our Minds and Hearts

The Annual Luncheon gave us a wonderful
opportunity to be together and to celebrate the
reason we choose to belong to Christ Child. Our
guest speakers, Colleen Roohan, Christ Child
member and Board President of the Catholic
Education Foundation as well as Teri Moss,
Principal of one of our Parish Partners, S$t. Thomas
More, opened our minds and our hearts to the
value and importance of our Mission. Through
their experiences, they shared with us the
struggles of our community to give children a
Catholic education.

Colleen provided a picture of the great needs of
the parishes in our region. She educated our
members about how CEF contributes to our
parishes and expressed that what our Grants
program provides truly does make a difference.
Teri taught us about the daily challenges she
faces that directly impact the families in her
school. She expressed her great appreciation
for all that we do to help their school through our
Grants program. We were both encouraged
and inspired by Colleen and Teri, to continue
our Mission to best serve the children in our
parish communities.

We are so grateful to all of you who
aftended the luncheon, and for those who
were able to donate to the Grants
program. This Spring we were able to
donate a total of $31, 813 to 15 Parish
Schools. We could not do this without your
generosity and love. With your additional
donations from the Iluncheon and
throughout the year fto the Grants
program, we hope to increase the amount
we can donate to each school.

On behalf of our Partner Parish Schools,
thank you. Thank you for making Christ
Child a priority in your life. You are angels,
who make Catholic education possible for
so many deserving children.

If you are interested in serving as a Parish
Ambassador or learning more about the
Grants Program, please contact Julianne
Coppersmith, copperfog@earthlink.net or
626-278-9602.
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Fun-raising: Backyard Gift Gathering Party

Our largest and most important fundraiser of the year started on
March 25™ with a gift-gathering party in the beautiful backyard of
Jim and Becky Sarni's home. It was the perfect setting for a fun
and successful evening. In addition to the gifts, collected from our
members, we held a small live auction. With the help of our
extraordinary Auctioneer —Jorge Guzman, we made over $20.000.
Some of the items auctioned off were a duck hunting lodge
weekend for 4 hunters, a Mijares restaurant party for 30 people, a
Crypto.com Arena Suite for 8 with parking, a wreath of (scratch off)
lottery tickets and The Dad’'s Band Plus One with a $1000 gift
certificate for Pie and Burger.

A special “thank you” to Jim and Becky Sarni, Julieta Bennet and
Mimi Butler who organized this event and all the amazing
volunteers who helped with this wonderfully successful fundraiser!

The spirit of the Christ Child was evident
as members attended our annual
Memorial Mass/ Luncheon/Auction on
Wednesday, May 11, 2023. This was our
second year combining all three events
and, once again, proved to be a success!

The day began with a memorial mass at
St Andrew Church, presided by Fr.
Marcos Gonzalez followed by our auction
and luncheon at Annandale Golf Club.
Over 120 members enjoyed a lovely
afternoon visiting with friends, listening
to two extraordinary speakers, reminding
us of the value of our Christ Child
mission, and bidding on silent and super
silent auction items.
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Memorial Mass, Luncheon and Auction continued

Our luncheon was highlighted
by the auction that raised
significant funds for our
Grants Program. A few of the
items auctioned off were
dinner with Father Gonzalez,
Dodger tickets with parking, a
Holy Family Della Robbia,
Rose Parade viewing at a suite
office with food, drinks, and
parking for six, lunch with
Father Goethals for six (Loyola
High School), a Gypsy model
Electra bike cruiser, a lovely
white gold filigree cross
necklace.

Thank you to all our patrons,
donors, and bidders who
make our auction possible
and whose generosity keep
our service projects alive

Many thanks to Julieta
Bennett, VP of Fundraising,
Memorial Mass and Luncheon
Co-chairs Ann Nader and
Mary Vanis, and an incredible
team of volunteers Mary
Guzman, Angela Hawekotte,
Patti Brugman, Sara Law,
Angel Throop, Eileen Benson,
Margaret Quigley, Becki Sarni,
Mimi Butler, Jennifer Gowen,
Debi Lee, Barbara Mitchell,
Elsa Behney, Cheryl Newell,
Kathryn Kenny.



Pam Abbot
Laura Aguirre
shelley Alen
Lisz Barkar
Mary Baxter
Karen Beardsley
Eilzen Benson
Frances Biles
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OUR ANGEL PATRONS
Your Support Means the World to the Children We Serve

$1,500 Mary Virginia Merrick Level
Flsa Behney Judith Schwab

Caraline Norman Colleen Welsh

$1,000 Adoration Level

Bea Benneatt Michelle Codures
Julieta Bennett Colleen Roohan

$500 Seraphim Level

Oina Castellanos Kathleen McCrimlisk
Janet Goodwin atefaniz Moffat
Jennifer Gowen Mary Drtiz

Leah McCrary Ana Raptis

9350 Archangel Level

Mine Cacho-Sousa Tina Fogliani

Mossana Cacho-Sousa Joanne beraci
Mary Jane Cappai Cecilia brace
Janice Clifford Virginia Jones
Angela Caleman Debi Lee

Aan Connell Judy Martin

Julianne Coppersmith Valerie McAndrews
Jacqueling Dolan Dorothy McCarthy
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Patricia McKenna

Theresa Nally

Muriel Newell
susan De Pietro
Margaret Quiglay
sarah Rogers
hnn Sanders

Linda Van Dyke

Mary Vanis
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Spring Bunco

Our member Shelley Allen opened her amazing Club
House once again for our Spring Bunco event. We
enjoyed a spirited evening with dinner, drinks, and
dice. Some of our members had never played before,
and quickly learned the skills, or their not-needed skills
to play the game. Ann Sanders was the big winner of
the night with the most wins. She was followed by Sara
Law with the most Buncos, Annette Brandin with the
most Babies, and Martha Leos won for most losses
which takes special skills. It was a great evening! We
thank Spring Bunco Chair, Mary Baxter for organizing
such a fun evening and Shelley for her generosity and
assistance.
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Spring Bunco continued

*...a SDirited
evening with
dinner. drinks
and dice.””
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Celebrating Friendship and Faith

The second Connections Coffee of the Christ
Child Year coincided with Valentine’s Day.
Members gathered at the home of Cheryl Newell
to enjoy coffee and breakfast treats coordinated
by the Connections Co-Chairs Michele Coudures
and Martha Leos. Everyone enjoyed being
together. The Christ Child Society gives so much
to the children we serve, and one of the blessings

in return is the joy of working together and
making new friendships. Please mark your calendars for the final Connections Coffee this

year, which will be held on Thursday, May 25 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Angel Throop.

Stations of the
Cross Through
the Eyes of
Mary

On the beautiful but chilly morning of April 4%,
fifteen members of Christ Child Society of
Pasadena prepared for Holy Week at Mater
Dolorosa by doing the stations of the cross as
seen through the eyes of Mary.

It was a beautiful and moving experience. Thank
you to Michelle Coudures for organizing and to
Mater Dolorosa for hosting us. We hope to
make this a yearly tradition for CCS. What a

beautiful way to start Holy Week.
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“He was subject to them.”

"Photographs © copyright Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
Washington, D.C. Used with permission. All
rights reserved."

CORRESPONDENT

THE CHRIST
CHILD
WINDOW

There stained-glass
window by the artist Harvey

is a

Salvin dedicated to Mary
Merrick at the
Basilica of the National

Virginia

Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington,
D.C., the
Catholic church
America.

largest Roman
in North

The subject of the stained-

glass window is that of the
Blessed Virgin at Nazareth
with Jesus and includes the
text “He was subject to
them.”

The window which is
located at the stairhall
landing of the east nave,
was donated by the Christ
Child Society to
commemorate the 100%"
anniversary of Mary Virginia
Merrick’s birthday.

"Photographs © copyright Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, Washington, D.C. Used with permission. All rights reserved."
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Below is a photo and blurb
about the window and the

dedication featured in the 1967

May issue of “Mary’s Shrine”.

CHRIST CHILD WINDOW DED-
ICATED — Bishop John S.
Spence, Auxiliary of Wash-
ington, is shown blessing the
Christ Child Window on April
25th. The window, located at
the stairhall landing of the
east nave, was donated by the
Christ Child Society. Founded
in 1877 by Miss Mary Merrick,
the society is a lay member
organization providing services
for needy children. Father W,
Louis Quinn, Spiritual Dired
tor, assists the Bishop during
the blessing.
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Reminders

PLEASE PAY YOUR °
MEMBERSHIP DUES
BY JUNE 1%, 2023 ,

Our Chapter is charged by National I
for each member listed on our roster.
This means that if a member has not
paid their dues, unless they officially
resign, our chapter is still responsible I
for paying National their portion of
the dues. "
When you receive the Membership
Dues notice via email and USPS (with I
PLEASE submit
in the enclosed «

return envelope),
payment either

return envelope or via Zelle =

(treasurer@christchildpasadena.or
g) by the DUE date of JUNE 1st. I

If a member wishes to resign, please

send a handwritten note or
an electronic email to the VP ofI
Membership

(membership@christchildpasadena.

org) and/or our current President of -
Christ Child of Pasadena. I

NEW date for
June Layeite Assembly
Meeting.

Tuesday, June 13th, an extended
Layette session with wine and cheese
and a surprise! Come early at 4:30 and
if you are able, stay until 7:30pm.

St Andrews Pastoral Center, 2nd floor,
140 Chestnut St, Pasadena.

We want to have a solid inventory for
the summer. Please rsvp to Olga
at olga_cast@mac.com

" UPDATE YOUR CONTACT
INFORMATION

If there are any address or phone
number changes or any
I corrections that need to be made
in the handbook,

please contact

I Annamaria Palffy
: (Palffy@earthlink.net)
_ | | | | | | | |
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Christ Child Society of Pasadena Board
2022-2023

Executive Board

President: Elsa Behney

VP Programs/President Elect: Cheryl Newell
VP Fundraising Events: Julieta Bennett

VP Membership: Tess Crabtree

VP Communications: Jennifer Gowen

VP Finance/ Treasurer: Mary Guzman

Recording Secretary: Sarah Towne- di Cicco

General Board

Auction Committee: Mary Jane Alexander,
Mimi Butler, Mary Fitzgibbons, Patti Brugman,
Rene Korth

May Mass/Luncheon: Ann Nader, Mary Vanis
Layettes: Olga Castellanos, Debi Lee, Sharon
McTigue

Pals: Greta Andre

Service Projects: Leah McCrary, Julianne
Coppersmilth

Provisonals: Katie Litwin, Luisa Ferrengifo
Christ Child Treasures: Maureen Dinius
Chapter Event Cashier: TBD

Hospitality: Barbara Mitchell

Newsletter: Maria Sarry

Website: TBD

Board Members (nhon-voting)

Fall Mass: Emma Stewart, Susan Stewart

Fall Bunco; Jackie Halpin, Denise Clark
Christmas Open House: Elita Balfour

Ash Wednesday: Terry Mitchel, Maureen Dundee
Aces & Faces: Nancy Twist, Christine Dietrich
Spring Bunco: Mary Baxter

Connections: Michelle Coudures, Martha Leos
Christmas Stocking Fund: Brigid Brahos, Angela
Ladd

Easter Shoes: Angela Ladd, Brigid Brahos
National Day of Service: Past Presidents
Corresponding Secretary: Maria Sarry
Handbook: Annamaria Palffy

Talent Bank: TBD

Asst. Treasurer: Angela Hawekotte

Asst. Treasurer/Events: Patti Brugman

Public Relations/social media: Jennifer Hemming
Mailing: TBD

Historian: Margaret Quigley

Nominating/Past President: Angel Throop

Guests of the Board

Advisor /Past President: Becky Sarni

National CCS President: Carol Pickle

National CCS Board Member: Rebecca Sarni

NCCS Canonization Advisory Board Chair: Roseann
Anderson

Spiritual Advisor: Rev. Marcos J. Gonzalez
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2022-2023

2022
August 29th (Monday)-Layette meeting 5-7PM

August 30th (Tuesday)- Layette meeting 9-
11AM

September 7- Executive Board meeting

September 14th — General Board meeting — New
provisional orientation

September 16th -18th- National Christ Child
Conference (Tucson)

October 2nd - Fall Mass

October 13" - Layette meeting 5-7PM
October 14th -Layette meeting 9-11 AM
October 20th - Fall Bunco

November 4th — Correspondent articles due

November 7th — Aces and Faces

December 8th — Christmas Open House

2023
January12th (Thursday)- Layette meeting 5-7PM
January 13th — Executive Board meeting
January 13th (Friday)- Layette meeting 9-11AM
January 18th- General Board meeting
February 11th (Saturday) — Layette meeting 9-11AM
February 15th — New member proposals due
February 22nd — Ash Wednesday Mass
March 8th- Executive Board meeting
March 15th — 2022-23 AUCTION OBLIGATION DUE ($100)
March 15th -General Board meeting
March 15" - Past Presidents’ luncheon
April 18th — Spring Bunco
May 9th (Tuesday)- Layette meeting 5-7PM

May 10th (Wednesday) — Layette meeting 9-11 AM

May 11" -Auction and Memorial Mass, Annual Meeting
and Luncheon

May 12th - Correspondent articles due

May TBD (before Labor Day) — General Board meeting.
Old board/New board

June 15' = 2023-24 ANNUAL DUES DUE - late fee assessed
after 6/1

June 13" - Layette Assembly Meeting
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2022-2023 Executive Board

President: Elsa Behney
VP Fundraising/Events: Julieta Bennett
VP Programs: Cheryl Newell
VP Membership: Tess Crabtree
VP Finance/Treasurer: Mary Guzman
Recording Secretary: Sarah Towne- diCicco
Past President/Nominating: Angel Throop

Guest(s) of Board
Advisor: Becky Sarni

The Correspondent
Editor: Maria Sarry

Public Relations/Social Media: Jennifer Hemming

Christ Child Society of Pasadena is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

National Christ Child Society: 6110 Executive Blvd., Suite 504, Rockville, MD 20852
http://nationalchristchildsoc.org email: office@nationalchristchildsoc.org
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